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MEORY, STRATEGY 


# MILITARY SCIENCE, 


EXAMPLES FROM WW II 


OPFRATIONAL DECEPTION: 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 4, Apr 81 pp 42-44 


“Operational Deception" |] 


[Article by Col N. Kobrin: 
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ARMED FORCES 


PRINCIPLES OF PARTY-POLITICAL WORK DISCUSSED 


Moscow SOVIET MI’.ITARY REVIEW in English No 4, Apr 81 pp 2-6 


[Article by Col Gen M. Sobolev, deputy chief of the Main Political Directorate of 
the Soviet Army Sad Navy: ‘the Leninist Prineipdes of Party-Political Work"] 


[Text } 


The Communist Party of the Soviet Union, pos- 
sessing enormous experience in the revolutionary 


nature of the Armed Forces and the solution of 
practical questions. Purposeful Party-political 
work and strengthening of the political organs’ 
and Party organisations’ role and influence upon 
all aspects of the life and combat activities of the 
Armed Forces are the most important means of 
the CPSU for influencing the development of the 
Soviet Armed Forces and raising their combat 
readiness. The 26th CPSU Congress stressed this 
with e particular force. 

Party-political work in the Soviet Army and 
Navy represents the CPSU's ideological and orge- 


grounded principle that, besides technical equip- 
ment of the forces, a decisive role in winning bat- 
tles belongs to the consciousness and morale of 
the popular masses. The main force on the bat- 
tlefield is man. As was underscored at the 26th 
CPSU Congress: “The combai potential of the So- 
Forces is a durable alloy of high tech- 
nology, military skill, and indomitat!e morate.”’ 

















significance to it, He underlined that “where po- 
litical work among the troops is conducted most 
—_ — — there we have no laxity in the 
army, there its organisation and morale are best, 
and there we have the most victories.” 


in the grim years of the Civil War and foreign 
military intervention (1918-20), when the newiy 
born Red Army hed to fight against superior 
enemy forces, V. |. Lenin insisted that Party-poli- 
tical work in the forces should not be interrupted. 
He constantly wanted to know what measures 
were being taken to improve it. Although extre- 
mely busy with Party and state affairs, V. |. Lenin 
always maintained contact with the army's polit- 
cal workers. Before being sent to the front mom- 
bers of the Revolutionary Military Councils end 
Military Commissars would go to Lenin for advice 
and recommendations concerning their practical 
activities. 

The most important principles of Party-poiiticel 
work were formed on the basis of V. |. Lenin's 


ninist principles. They are the basic propositions 
for militery councils, com- 
Party and YCL activists 


and content of Party-political work in the army 
are determined by the Communist Party's ideo- 
logy and policies and c to the social 
nature and character of the socialist militery orga 
nisation, and to the peculiarities and historical 
ow oS oon 


The ideological and theoretical basis of Party- 


of social development and illuminates the road of 
transition to a society without classes, without 


exploitation of man by man, without national op- 
pression, enmity and wars among peoples, to a 
society of universal welfare and people of aili- 
round development — to communist society. 

The basis for moulding lofty political, practical 
and moral qualities in the Soviet fighting men is 


Marxism-Leniniam, in the Soviet Armed Forces 
great attention is paid to the political education 
of soldiers, sergeants and officers, with due re 
gard for the specific nature of each contingent of 
servicemen. For instance, in higher military-educe- 
tional institutions future commanders and political 
workers, engineers and other military specialists 
GO not only receive comprehensive military and 
technical knowledge, but also profoundly master 
Marxist-Leninist theory and become active pro- 
ponents in the army and navy of the policies pur- 
sued by the Communist Party and Soviet Govern- 
ment. in units and on sips the officers raise their 
Geological level in Marxist-Leninist study groups. 
The basic orn, of ideological training for priv 
and sergeants is political instruction. 


Political instruction helps servicemen to 
& profound knowledge of Marxism-Lenini 
arm themselves with Lenin's teachings on 
fence of the Socialist Homeland and to 
stand the CPSU's home and foreign policy. 
tiplies the fighting men’s spiritual forces 
tributes to slop high moral, politic. 
chological qualities in soldiers, serges 
ficers. 


The Party and cless approach has 
gui principle of Party-political 
since creation of the Red Arr ty. 
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Congress 

V. |. Lenin, says: “Military training and 
ai work in the Red Army is conducted on the be- 
ay 44 4+- education. There- 
ore, it is necessary to e 

from among reliable and Communists... 
and to create communist cells in every unit...” 
These decisions were based on the nature of the 





* RCP(B) — the Russian Communist Party Bolshevila war 
the former same of the CPSU. 
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AIR FORCES 


ALR FORCE TRAINING AND OPERATIONS 

Officer Misconduct Follow-Up 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 13 Jan 81 p 2 
[Follow-up report: "'Taking a One-Sided View'"] 


[Text] The critical article published by that title on 17 October 1980 was 
examined in the Air Force political directorate, as Lt Gen Avn N. Teymbal 
informed the editors. It wab recognized that the newspaper correctly criticized 
serious shortcomings in the official activities of officers P. Lupashko and V. 
Lanetskiy, as well as G. Vizerov and V. Kuznetsov. 


Lt Col Lupashko was reduced in position and made to answer to the party for 
undignified conduct and abuse of official position. The very same steps were 
taken toward Maj Lanetskiy, who showed a lack of principle in evaluating the 
state of affairs in the unit. 





The article also was discussed at a management conference of the Red Banner North 
Caucasus Military District aviation. It had a broad response during the report- 
election campaign in party organizations. 


The party committee of the SKVO [North Ceucasus Military District] aviation 
directorate gave strict instructions to CPSU members officers Vizerov and 
Kuznetsov for seriovs shortcomings in their work style. 


Commander Training Discussed 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 24 Mar 81 p 2 


[Article by Maj N. Besedin, deputy commander for flighi training of aviation 
regiment, lst Clase military pilot: "The Commander's Development: ‘You Have Been 
Entrusted with the Flight'"] 


[Text] Senior lieutenants Ye. Rotyakov and L. Khismatulin completed higher avia- 
tion school just two years ago, but already are commanding flights. The primary 
task of the flight commander is to train and indoctrinate his subordinate pilots 
in prectical work, and to be an instructor. One cannot get by without firm 
skills and good flight training, for the chief pedagogic method of the instructor 
is “Follow me." He teaches by demons*ration and by personal example. How does 
this work for young commanders? 
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Both achieved a great deal. They fly at night with the established weather 
minimum and perform intercepts in the clouds at medium and high altitudes. But 
this concerns personal training. If we are speaking of their ability to indoc- 
trinate and train pilots, it must be admitted that the young officers still do 
not have firm skills. 


For example, Rotyakov only recently received authorization for instruction 
flights, and then only during the day under simple weather conditions. But who 
will "take" his subordinates at night and in the clouds? The senior comrades 
from the squadron and regimental headquarters, of course. There is nothirg to 
be done here, as they say, if the flight and methods training of young commanders 
is not yet at the level of modern demands. The young officers work assiduously, 
but diligence alone is not enough in flying. They need experience here as much 
as the air they breathe. 


The commander and our unit methods council do a great deal to make the process 
of young flight commanders' development as painless as possible. A great deal 
here still depends on the selection in making an assignment to the position. 

The cream of the crop receive this honor. Another condition is that pilots with 
similar training should be selected as a rule for a young commander's flights. 

It is best if they graduated from school the same year. for example, 1979 higher 
military aviation school graduates are subordinate to Sr Lt L. Khismatulin. Sr Lt 
Ye. Rotyakov's flight is manned by young pilots who graduated last year. 


The question might be raised as to what this does. I will answer: It eases the 
flight commander's work at first. The fact ie that he mastered the program that 
his subordinates must master only recently, his skills are fresh and he can 
demonstrate in practice how best to perform a particular exercise, conduct a 
training session in a qualified manner and critique a flight. 


Of course, we do not leave the young commanders alone with their concerns and 
anxie..es. For example, I recently had to organize and hold a class with them 
on the topic "Methodo) vgy of conducting training on aviation equipment with 
flight pilots." Others went over lessons with them on the methodology of con- 
ducting a postflight critique and analyzing errors. 


But the most important element in deeloping instructor skills unquestionably is 
flying practice. A well-known rule in aviation that a pilot teaches a pilot 
operates throughout the entire service career of every aviation commander, no 
matter what post he holds. Flight commander is the first step along this path. 
How he learns the techniques of training in the air at this time is the instruc- 
tional and methods trait basicaliy to be retained by him for all subsequent 
service. 


We try to make our every flight with a young instructor to be of maximum instruc- 
tiveness for him. From the very first we accustom the flight commander to the 
rear cockpit and the ability to analyze mistakes in flying techniques. I 
recently flew with Rotyakov for his authorization for instructor's work under 
simple weather conditions. The pilot successfully coped with the primary 
mission, but then I complicated the assignment. When I flew in the zone myself 

I intentionally placed the aircraft in a bank with a slight mistake. I also 
made an intentional error in placing the aircraft in a dive. I made a few other 
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minor mistakes. I asked the senior lieutenant on the ground what inaccuracies he 
had noticed in my flying techniques. The anewer was gratifying. Rotyakov not 
only named, but competently critiqued the reasons for all my “mistakes.” This 
inatille assurance that the flight commanaer will analyze subordinates’ actions 
knowledgeably and exactingly. 


Sr Lt L. Khiematulin aleo managed to learn much of benefit. One senses this in 
his work with subordinates. 


Lt S. Dolmatov probably was in a more difficult position as a commander and 
teacher: He had pilots in his flight with whom he had studied in school. But 
this lieutenant stood out among his comrades in his ability to work thoroughly on 
himself, by his desire to adopt all the best from senior comrades, and by his 
ability to analyze objective monitoring data. Here is a recent example. Lt N. 
Bychenkov, a subordinate of Dolmatov's, did not complete an exercise. Although 
the flight commander was not flying with him as instructor, he evaluated the 
pilot's actions in the flight in a fully qualified manner. The flight commander 
proved on the basis of objective monitoring data that Rychenkov began performing 
the steep climb for aiming at high altitude late, and as a result there was a 
loss of .vck-on... 


But even those qu.iities the aforementioned flight commanders possess still are 
not enough to train subordinates in practice. And so the squadron commander and 
his deputies--and often instructors from regimental headquarters--have to assume 
the primary burden of introductory and check flights for unprepared flight 
commanders. Their personal flight schooling suffers as a result, not to mention 
the violation of an important training principle that the immediate superior 
teaches his subordinate. I will refer to my own experience. Since the beginning 
of the training year I have been able to go up in a combat aircraft, i.e., to 
fly “for myself," only four times. All other flights were as an instructor... 


It is not only objective circumstances, but we ourselves who are at fault for 
this. It is no secret that we sometimes are hasty in appointing a young pilot as 
flight commander. Then we either have to force his training or substitute for 
him in the work. The fact is there is an opportunity to arm commander candidates 
with instructional skills little by little. In any case we must develop young 
commanders carefully and show unremitting attention toward their development. 


"You have been entrusted with the squadron"--I begin a talk with a young 
commander with these words. And I see how he is iwbued with a sense of responsi- 
bility which he assumes for the training and indoctrination of defenders of the 
home skies on entering the position. 


Need for Physical Training 





Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 25 Mar 81 p 4 


[Article by Lt Col G. Ivanov: “Is It Only a Matter of Incentive? (Poor Concern 
Shown in Unit 'X' for Pilots’ Physical Conditioning)"] 


[Text] From the very beginning aerial combat assumed a dynamic, intense charac- 
ter. The flight commanded by Capt A. Kozhevnikov closed swiftly with the "enemy" 
without seeing him. Capt Kozhevnikov received instructions from the ground to 
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maneuver. If the flight managed to perform it with a maximum bank and overload 
it would seize the initiative; if not, the “enemy” would be in a favorable posi- 
tion. The flight precisely entered the computed steep trajectory... 


Situations changed with dizzying speed more than a few times in this practice 
combat. The pilots experienced a very significant stress, both physical and 
psychological, but the officers competently coped with the overloads and other 
unpleasant factors accompanying aerial combat. 


I had the thought that only people who are physically strong and conditioned are 
capable of this. And when I met Officer Kozhevnikov and his subordinates after 
the flight I was sure of the correctness of my supposition. All of them are list 
Clase specialists and, moreover, all are good athletes and VSK [military sports 
complex] badge wearers. And what appears to be especially important is that all 
four of them fulfilled category norms on a very useful piece of special equip- 
ment for the pilot, the trapeze swing. 


it was easy to assume from our discussion that the physical training process in 
this squadron, as well as in the unit as a whole, is well organized, that sports 
sections work regularly and mass competitions are held. 


"That is not so," objected the officers unexpectedly. "We don't give physical 
training proper attention, and it is far from the best situation concerning mass 
sports work..." 


Then where did they get such a high degree of conditioning and good athletic 
form? The answer is simple--all this is the result of the pilots’ personal 
interest in their own physical conditioning and of the youthful energy which 
calls them to volleyball and basketball courts, to morning physical exercise and 
to the crosscountry route. The more so as an athletic facility of good quality 
has been created in the regiment and a general-purpose gymnasium has been built 
in which it is even possible to play tennis. By the way, special equipment also 
has been installed in the gymnasium--a trapeze swing, fixed rotating wheel and 
jumping net, which are very popular with the pilots. Young officers (and there 
is a majority of them in the regiment) realize that friendship with athletics 
provides them with immeasurably more than satisfaction from entertaining mobile 
games, runs in the woods or conditioning with cold water. Sports are their true 
ally in combat training, in mastering professional expertise and in strengthen- 
ing their health. 





In short, the benefits from active engagement in sports for aviators, especially 
pilots, was proven long ago. Regular training helps the majority of them to be 
in fighting shape all the time and to preserve flying longevity; and somet imes 
not just preserve it, but restore it. For example, three years ago Maj V. 
Sirenko began to have trouble with his heart. His flying future was questionable. 
Hardly had he returned to the unit from the hospital when the distraught officer 
went for advice to Capt Med Serv A. Shevlyakov, senior regimental physician. 


"Perhaps I should move around less and safeguard my heart." 


"Just the opposite," objected the physician. "Only movement and regular physical 
exercise can help you." 


18 








The physician advised the pilot which exercises were beret included in activities 
and he helped draw up a plan for independent training. Maj Sirenko followed the 
plan exactly. He himself did not even notice how he became accustomed to the 
training and came to love physical exercises. Tue result was not slow in tell- 
ing. A medical commission recently concluded that he was completely healthy and 
fit for flying operations. 


Unfortunately, however, there are examples of another sort. I recall how Capt 
V. Firsov entered the room where the pilots rested with a heavy step during 
flight operations. Rivulets of sweat flowed down his face. One sensed that 
aerial combat demanded considerably greater strain of him than of others. The 
reason for that was insufficient physical conditioning. And the excess weight 
which appeared on the officer eloquently attested to the fact that he was not on 
good terms with sports, to put it mildly. 


It was not only Capt Firsov who became heavier, but also Maj V. Kurguzov, Capt 
A. Filippov, Sr Lt V. Belov and Lt A. Karasev. Perhaps these officers require 
additional physical loads. When we began speaking about this with Capt Med Serv 
A. Shevlyakov, instead of answering he showed me his notes in a journal. Here 
is what was especially interesting in them: When aviators were preparing inten- 
sively last year for a review of athletic work, a drop in weight was observed 
even in pilots inclined to corpulence... 





Consequently, there is no need for some special measures or additional training 
to get up a sweat. Regular training classes under the physical training program, 
morning exercises, mastery and passing of VSK norms, and practices in sections 
and teams in themselves fully ensure the pilots’ proper athletic form. If, of 
course, the entire many~-sided process of officers’ physical conditioning is pre- 
cisely arranged and if classes and practice sessions are arranged under a plan 
and are held regularly, at a high methods level. 


But the trouble is that the pilots engage in organized physical training only 
rarely, from time to time, although Maj A. Goloshchapov, member of the unit 
sports committee, neatly places checkmarks in the reports. 


Examples? One does not have to go far for them. When I was in this regiment 

the aviators were preparing for flights and their schedu)< called for a physical 
training class. Dinnertime was approaching and Maj Goloshchapov, after glancing 
restlessly at his watch, said: “The pilots apparently will come to the gymnasium 
after the working day..." But the officers did not come to the class. It was 
not held at all that day. 


"All because we were going over the guidance documents and drawing out draft 
methods diagrams," explained squadron commander Lt Col N. Tankushin. 


It is of course necessary to go over the documents and draw diagrams. But why 
must this be done in hours set aside for physical training activities? One 
sensed from everything that the squadron commander was merely giving an excuse 
and preferred to be silent about the true reason for disruption of practices. 

But it was not very difficult to guess that the reason was clear to him: The fact 
is that Lt Col Tankushin is a good methods specialist and, moreover, a candidate 
for master of sport in officer combined games. The commander was so enthusiastic 
in telling about how he had prepared the squadron purposefully last year for the 
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review of athletic work! At that time the aviators demonstrated good results: 
More than 90 percent of squadron personnel fulfilled the VSK norms and the sub- 
unit took first place in the unit. 


"Then why are you giving so little attention now to officer physical condition- 
ing?" I asked the squadron commander, 


"There was an incentive then not to fall on our faces in the review. Now there 
is none..." 


So this apparent!y is the reason. There is no question that an incentive is 
good. It urges one on and spurs a person to active actions. But is it only a 
matter of an incentive? The fact is there still are such concepts as a con- 
scientious attitude toward duty and a striving toward constant perfection of 
pilots’ professional expertise in which, by the way, not the last role is played 
by physical training and sports. 


Squadron party organization secretary Capt A. Kozhevnikov and other party members 
raised the question tore than once in party meetings about serious deficiencies 
in organization of the process of physical training and mass athletic work in 

the unit and suggested ways of remedying them. It is very unfortunate that 
neither the regimental commander nor his political deputy Maj V. Kupko wished to 
heed them. Unfortunately, this political worker adheres to the following opinion: 
Flights invoiving great physical stress allegedly are a complete substitute for 
athletic practices. One has to say that this is a strange position. It is 
hardly surprising after this that the officer pilots are forced to engage in 
sports as a personal initiative, so to speak, without an organization basis. 


The results of regular athletic activities as well as an ignoring of such activ- 
ities sometimes are not felt all at once. A love or nonlove for athletic train- 
ing inevitably is reflected in aviators’ flying longevity. Commanders and 
political workers must not forget this, or that it is their direct duty to bring 
up conditioned, physically fit aerial fighting men who are capable of performing 
the most difficult and responsible missions. 


Flight Training Evaluation Discussed 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 16 April 81 p 1 


{Article by KRASNAYA ZVEZDA correspondent Lt Col V. Shevchenko, Red Banner 
Odessa Military District: "Strictness of the Evaluation") 





[Text] There were flight operations under way in 3d Squadron. The usual flight 
section, just as a month ago. This time the pilots were learning the art of 
conducting aerial combat behind the clouds. 


Aviators were working with combat stress at the airfield in performing flight 
assignments. And a sign of today's combat training appeared clearly in this 
responsible attitude of the people toward the assigned task--evaluating their 
achievements by a stricter yardstick, in conformity with requirements of the 
26th CPSU Congress. Squadron commander lst Class military pilot Lt Col V. 
Nikiforov, a congress delegate, headed up the search for reserves for further 
improvement in combat proficiency. 


20 








"Back when the congress was in session," says Vladimir Frantsevich, "I made a 
mental note of how we had to improve our work in order to fulfill pledges and 
cope excellently with every flight assignment." 


The regiment is an initiator of socialist competition among district aviation 
unite and squadron personnel set the tone in training and service. Special con- 
cern is shown here for disseminating foremost experience and training young 
wiators. 


Lieutenants S. Litvinenko, I. Avramenko and V. Chayko received permission for 
take-off. All of them are young officers and this is their second solo flight 
in minimum weather. But the lieutenants coped with the difficult assignment in 
exemplary fashion and earned outstanding grades. This is the result of thorough 
preliminary training. 


This training was performed under the direction of experienced instructors more 
productively than before. Previously both the first class pilot who had per- 
formed such a mission many times and the young officer worked the same amount 

of time on the simulator. Now the simulator practice of the lieutenants has become 
longer and the flight assignment is worked both as a complex and by elements. 


A more exacting attitude began to be shown in the squadron toward the schooling 
of experienced aviators as well, who are a majority in the collective. In order 
to confirm his high quaiification, it is sufficient for a first class military 
pilot to have an average grade in combat employment as part of a flight of four, 
in addition to landings in difficult weather conditions. It is not very diffi- 
cult for capable aerial fighting men to fulfill these requirements, and so they 
become complacent and cease to work at full force. In order to generate their 
desire for further improvement, in determining winners we began to consider 
literally all indicators. Objective monitoring material is supplemented by an 
analysis of the slightest errors in flying techniques, in tactical training and 
sO on. 


For example, when first class military pilots captains V. Atrashonok, N. Goryayev 
and V. Kononenko and Sr Lt N. Morin performed aerial combat in the clouds it 
became clear that all of them had coped excellently with the task. But which 

of them was the competition winner? "Cleanness" of flying was taken as the main 
criterion, for no matter how rigid the norms, they have certain tolerances. For 
example, in performing one of the maneuvers, the deviation from the given alti- 
tude must not exceed so many meters. Some of the pilots adhere to this 
parameter strictly, without the slightest deviation, while the altitude wanders, 
so to speak, for another, albeit within tolerable limits. Capt Atrashonok 
maintained all flight parameters most precisely and he was the subject of an 
express leaflet and presented the pennant “Best in the Flight Section." 


This approach permits a stricter determination of the true level of officer train- 
ing and prompts them to work with full force and achieve higher quality in working 
each task. 


Flight critiques also became more objective and instructive for the competitors. 


When some inaccuracy in flying technique is being analyzed, a tape recording is 
played back on the spot with the flight controller's critical remarks, and 
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objective monitoring materials are displayed on a large screen. The graphic 
effect of results is apparent, 


The squadron party organization headed by lst Class military pilot Maj Ye. 
Teygankov shows great concern for increasing the effectiveness of socialist com- 
pecition in the final phase of winter training. Party activists skillfully 
propagandize foremost experience. A special display is arranged during flight 
operations in which objective monitoring materials and grades for each advanced 
element are placed alongside the pilots’ photographs. The squadron does not 
forget to use visual agitation means to reflect achievements of engineering- 
technical personnel. For example, the diligence of Engr-Maj I. Karyy, Sr Lt 
Tech Serv A. Voytov, WO S. Pavlin and other aviation specialists was noted in 
preparing the missile-armed aircraft for flying. 


The squadron aviators’ successes in combat improvement are especially percepti- 
ble now, at the finale of winter training. 


New Pilot Training Discussed 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 28 Apr 81 p 2 


[Article by Maj V. Ponomarev, squadron commander, lst Class military pilot, 
Red Banner Far East Military District: "Reserves in the Methodology"] 


[Text] In the final inspection the aviators of our outstanding squadron demon- 
strated increased aerial schooling. The competition in honor of the 26th party 
congress and unanimous support of its resolutions generated a new upsurge of 
strength and energy in the people. We fulfilled our pledges. 


But just what lessons and conclusions did we draw for ourselves in order to rein- 
force what had been achieved and attain even higher indicators in improving 
aerial schooling? We became convinced from our own experience of the need both 
for precise planning of operational training missions and for purposeful organiza- 
tional work in mobilizing the personnel's efforts in struggling for unconditional 
fulfillment of plans. 


Someone possibly will say here that no matter how flexible and well-conceived a 
plan may be, life still will make corrections to it. I agree that it is impossi- 
ble to foresee everything, and we had to make many corrections, above all, in 
training methodology. Pilots in the flight commanded by Sr Lt A. Polyakov had to 
practice group flying. As much time as prescribed and no more was set aside for 
performing this mission, but from the very first days the young aviators 
encountered many difficulties. During flying in a column of pairs, Sr Lt A. 
Polyakov and his wingman, Sr Lt A. Chigorenko, got into the flow of other air- 
craft in the process of combat maneuvering and formation was disrupted. What 
should be done to correct such mistakes? Plan additional exercises in the air or 
place emphasis on classes and practice sessions on the ground? 





We chose the second path, inasmuch as it is more economical, assuring a sav ng of 
costly supplies, and at the same time permitting us to keep up tempos and quality 
in carrying out the flight plan. We tried to conduct classes and practice 
sessions in a spirit of competitiveness and recognized each success by a trainee. 
This produced a rather good result. 
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Life itself and flying practice also convinces us that a thorough analysis and 
imaginative exploration of best techniques and methods of training help in the 
eucceseful accomplishment of a particular operational training mission covered 
by the flight plan. One time things did not go well for us with assembly of 
flights into combat formation after takewoff, Wo matter what we tried, we did 
not keep within the norm. We had to turn to caleowlations together. We worked 
out several variante for assembling and prepared diagrams for each one. Then 
we tested all calculations in tie air, choosing the moet optimum variant, which 
we adopted. The aviators mastered it to perfection in competing for best ful- 
fillment of norms. 


For purposes of intensifying the training process we also make active use of the 
method of integrating assignments with the practice of several exercises in one 
flight. Thies permite improving the aviators’ aerial schooling effectively in 
compressed periods of time. But what did we notice at times? Some pilots in 
the flight commanded by Capt A. Zhuravekiy began to lose skills in handling the 


optical sight. 


We had to gake corrections to the plan in the course of training. We also began 
to integrate flight assignments more thoughtfully. We planned bombing exercises 
using the optical sight along with practice in group flying. Such flights 
ueually were held against 4 tactical background, with active “enemy” opposition 
and making 4 run on the target from different directions. 


In fulfilling resolutions of the 26th CPSU Congress, squadron personnel are 
working with combat intensity and are stepping up efforts in the struggle for 
expert mastery of equipment and weapons. Party members are setting the example. 
Concerned with effectiveness of competition, the party organization makes wide 
use of publicity and comparability of results, and disseminates foremost experi- 
ence in personnel training and indoctrination in every possible way. 


Regulations in Military Life 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian © May 81 p 2 


[Article by Lt Col I. Ignatenko, chief of staff of Aviation Regiment "xX": 
“Regulations--Law of Military Life: Our Special Concern") 


[Text ) One probably will not meet an officer--commander or political worker, 
chief of staff or military engineer--who does not understand the importance of 
regulation order in the daily life and activities of the troops. In the final 
account it contributes to keeping combat readiness at the requisite level. And 
now, when we are carefully analyzing results of winter training, we arrive at 
the indisputable conclusion: The results of combat and political training and 
fulfillment of socialist pledges are higher in those subunits where Army life is 
arranged in precise conformity with provisions of combined-aras regulations. 
Without this, violations of the precise rhythm of the training and indoctrination 
process and military discipline, and other negative phenomena are inevitable. I 
recall the following incident. 


At one time we began to notice the untidy external appearance of privates and 


NOO's of the equadron commanded by Maj V. Baskakov. In a subunit formation one 
could see individual servicemen in untidy dress and with undercollars requiring 
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washing. Some squadron privates had not been conspicuous for punctuality in 
observing regulation requirements even before, and the subunit had been criti- 
cised more than ounce for deficiencies in internal order. The squadron commander 
himself, hie political deputy Lt Col N. Bereszovekiy and chief of staff Maj V. 
Korolev were at fault here above all. Realizing the importance of regulation 
order in strengthening discipline, at the same time they did not display proper 
exactingness toward flight commanders or team chiefs and relaxed supervision 
over their work. Then some of the officers ceased to look in on the barracks to 
see how their subordinates were living and whether or not they were observing 
regulation order. 


The opinion unfortunately exists in some of the officers that only the subunit 
first sergeant is resuponsible for the statue of internal order in the barracks 
and for questions of everyday routine of service personnel. In some places 
there is no supervision of these appointed persons, and as a result some first 
sergeants regard their assigned job without a proper sense of responsibility. 
Something of the sort occurred in the aforementioned squadron. Subunit first 
sergeant WO I. Gavris' once did not issue soap to the personnel at the prescribed 
time. Although drawn from the depot on time, it lay in the property storage 
room. "I didn't have time to issue it," said the first sergeant, trying to make 
excuses. It was of course not just for this reason. Taking advantage of lack 
of supervision on the commander's part, the warrant officer ceased to show 
genuine concern for the people and for punctual fulfillment of his official 
duties. 


Such matters are resolved in a very different manner in the outstanding TECh 
[technical maintenance unit) headed by Maj V. Gadyatekiy. A genuine struggle 

is carried on here for firm regulation order. All diverse forms and methods are 
used for these purposes. In particular, correspondence has been arranged with 
the soldiers’ parents. Learning of their sons' successes from the commanders’ 
reports, the fathers and mothers address the privates with their instructions 
and parting words and express confidence that all conditions have been created 
for conscientious service in the Army. And this is so. Thanks to steadfast con- 
cern by the party and government, our personnel are ful y provided with all nec- 
essary kinds of allowances. Good-quality clothing and comfortable barracks, 
excellent food, skilled medical services and favorable conditions for cultural 
leisure... All this is so. It is a job for the subunit and unit to manage 
these things intelligently. This is possible only with steadfast concern by 
commarders and supervisors for subordinates’ everyday routine and with persistent 
struggle for imposing regulation order. 


The foremost squadron commanded by Lt Col V. Nowak achieved a great deal on this 
score. It is sufficient to drop in at the privates’ barracks, meet a subunit 
formation on the street or see specialists at work, and one immediately con- 
cludes: Yes, here all events are subordinate to regulation, military discipline 
is firm and the personnel's schooling is high. This is so. All pilots in the 
squadron are ist Class specialists, and the technicians and mechanics are experts 
in their jobs. The personnel perform duties on the daily detail in exemplary 
fashion and the daily routine is an immutable law for them. In short, the avia- 
tors have learned to synchronize their every step with regulation requirements. 
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Of course, thie understanding of the importance of strict Army order in daily 
life did not come to the personnel of iteelf. Let Col Novak capably relies on the 
ataff and equadron party organisation in his work and arranged troop duties pre- 
cisely. Onee he began to receive signals about an infraction of the daily rou- 
tine by some personnel. He had to cut short such deviations from the regulation 
decisively. As was the custom, he consulted with his deputies, political 
worker Maj V. Smol'yaninov, and chief of staff Maj R. Glushenko, Together they 
outlined a number of steps to reinforce supervision over fulfillment of the 
deily routine and to increase the effectiveness of indoctrinational work. The 
squadron commander aleo recommended that party organization secretary Sr Lt A. 
Yelizarov take up the burning issue at 4 party meeting. 


it soon was held. Party Member Novak gave a briefing about the vanguard cole of 
party members in ensuring excaplary regulation order. All this together con- 
tributed to @ situation where the officers, warrant officers and NOCO's began to 
take a more conscientious attitude toward fulfillment of their obligations and 
arrange individual indoctrinational work with people more objectively. And it 
is not at all by chance that now let Squadron personnel differ favorably from 
others by their composure, smart appearance, and vigilant performance of service 
on the daily detail. Even their external appearance draws attention. Previously 
clothing was selected for the privates and NOO's according to the size they gave. 
Now it is fitted on each person right at the clothing depot. Though more time 
is spent on this, the soldiers have 4 dashing, neat appearance. 


The squadron commanded by Lt Col Novak is an outstanding one. Such indicators 
naturally became possible .hanks to capably arranged socialist competition in 
the subunit and well organized indoctrinational work with the people. The 
commander aleo rightly believes that precise rhythm and effectiveness of combat 
training, firm military discipline and strict regulation order would have been 
impossible without well arranged troop duties. 


We always set the ability of right-flankers of competition to organize it well as 
an example for the other squadrons. The commander always has in front of him a 
complete picture of the life of subunits and knows here established order meets 
all requirements and where there are deviations from it and why. The staff has 
arranged strict supervision on this score over fulfillment of the daily routine, 
performance of duties by the daily detail and the progress of classes. In other 
words, the staff officers always have a clear picture of the state of affairs in 
subunits. The information coming from them permits us to react promptly to 
negative phenomena, prevent them, and see that the regiment's life meets regula- 
tion requirements. 


Let's say that {t was learned at the beginning of winter that the temperature 
did not conform to regulation temperature and was below that prescribed in some 
of the housing. It goes without saying that it is uncomfortable in a cold 
barracks and one cannot rest properly under such conditions. We looked carefully 
into the reason and soon fully replaced pipes in the heating system. It became 
warm in the soldiers’ housing and the people's mood elevated along with it. 


Of course we also have certain problems and tasks. For example, one does not 
always see proper order in the mess hall during 4 meal. There still are infrac- 
tions of the regulation by persons on the daily detail, and there are other 
shortcomings as well. Some of them are explained by unsatisfactory work of the 
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subunit first sergeants, Not all of them unfortunately yet have becowe genuine 
supervisors of the NOO's and privates or sealous managers. In selecting first 
sergeants, some subunit commanders apparently are not able to evaluate their job 
qualities and later do not give proper attention to their indoctrination, 


The tir is not far off when, having adopted all the beet achieved during tve 
winter months, as they say, we will struggle to achieve new goals in the sume, 
training period. Even now the staff is doing everything to generalize foremost 
experience in organizing troop duties and to subordinate it to an increase in 
combat readiness and successful fulfillment of pledges in socialist competition. 


Educational Role of Services Discussed 
Moscow KRASNAYA ZVEZDA in Russian 6 May 81 p 2 


[Article by Maj A. Pozdnyakov, assistant chief for Komsomol work of political 
directorate of Air Defense Forces: “Indoctrinational Role of the Soviet Armed 
Forces: Take a Hero as an Example") 


[Text] The flight took place in a difficult situation. Sr Lt V. Larin cast a 
giance at the instruments: Everythi.g was normal. Suddenly the aircraft 
shuddered and the rpm began to drop. “A lightning discharge," flashed the 
guess. The situation became critical. The pilot received authorization to 
abandon the aircraft, but he seemingly did the impossible and saved the missile- 
armed plane... 


A soldier became seriously ill in winter at a high-mountain site. There was a 
blizzard and there could be no thought of a helicopter. Capt A. Kovalev knew 
that there was just one chance to save the person--to make their way to the 
valley through the snowstorm. The commander announced before the formation: 
"Volunteers will take the patient.” The entire formation stepped forward. The 
most experienced persons were selectei and a few hours later, which seemed an 
eternity, the weakened velunteers delivered their comrade to the hospital... 





These and other vivid examples of courage and initiative are well known in the 
Air Deiense Forces. Young soldiers speak with excitement about tnem at meetings, 
topica’ evenings, debates and lessons of courage. Contact with heroic deeds 
generates elevated feelings in the heart and utmost respect for the people who 
performed them. For you will agree that one has to have not just excellent pro- 
fessional training, knowledge and experience, but also enviable self-control and 
boldness not to waver in a difficult situation while saving people and equipment. 


Young people often ask the question: Jusc where are the sources of remarkable 
qualities which, for example, distinguished the aforementioned interceptor pilot 
and the radar personnel’? There is one answe: here: These qualities have been 
acquired in strenuous combat training and puiished by the entire tenor of Army 
life and the purposeful work of commanders, and party and Komsomol organiza- 
tions. Service among our troops is a special kind of service involving the con- 
stant performance of operational readiness. This is why it is necessary to 
develop 4 communist awareness and a desire to accomplish an assigned mission in 
exemplary fashion in the personnel with all the force of ideological influence. 
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An exploit begins with a clear understanding by each soldier of his personal 
responsibility for the homeland's safety, and with professional and moral 
maturity and en active position in life. It can be said with confidence that a 
majority of Komeomol organizations which capably indoctrir te the Army youth in 
the heroic traditions of unite and subunite gain truly it. ..uable experience. 
Imaginative exploration and initiative distinguish the work of the Komsomol 
organization headed by Sr Le S&S. Shehekin. The activists are able to generate in 
colleagues a heightened interest in events of the past war and the desire to 
take a hero 46 an example, using an interesting lecture, frontline photograph or 
an exciting narrative prior to a tactical exercise. The personnel have good 
knowledge of the exploit by Lt G. Volnyanekiy and hie fighting men. In fighting 
at Tula in 1941 fascist tanks fell on our firing positions several times and 
immediately rolled back. The steadfastness of our air defense personnel knew no 
bounds. The Hitlerites lost 14 tanke in combat, but did not advance 4 single 


step. 


Young people proudly mention the names of frontlinesmen whose models of utter 
service to the Motherland beckou to the heights of military valor. Yes, the 
activiste found @ sure path to propaganda of countrymen's heroic deeds. Komsomol 
cards are handed out in the combat glory room before unfurled colors. Armed 
Forces veterans and the best personnel of foremost subunits are invited to open 
Komsomol meetings. The ritual of presenting weapons and combat equipment to 
young replacements is strict and ceremonial... 


The destinies of heroes who abound in the history of the Air Defense Forces have 
become bright beacons for personnel of the unit where Sr Lt A. Gulin is Komsomol 
organization secretary. The Komsomol committee is an active assistant of the 
commander and party organization in indoctrination work. "Frontlinesmen, Our 
Countrymen, Speak"--a radio newspaper is put out regularly under that rubric. 
Veterans’ letters are read during tacticei exercises. 


The units in question have beld foremost positions in combat training and in com- 
petition for a long while now. It stands to reason that many factors led to this 
success. Well-arranged propaganda of combat traditions also played its part. The 
fact is that contact with an exploit gives rise to inspiration and generates in 
soldiers a desire to augment the glory of their fathers. 


It would be possible to name many more places where they are able to bring the 
breath of fiery years and the grandeur of the exploits of the Motherland's 
defenders to every person and where they spare no effort or enthusiasm to make 
military servic a really remarkable school of labor and military schooling, 
courage, patriotism and comradeship for the young people. But at times one 
encounters facts of another sort. In some places the work of Komsomol organiza- 
tions bears the nature of a campaign and becomes animated only for jubilees and 
holidays. Recently I had occasion to visit Surface-to-Air Missile Regiment "x." 
It has 4 grand history: it fought its way from Stalingrad to Berlin and there 
are several orders on the colors. There also is a good combat glory room here 
with many exhibits. But what is disturbing is that the young soldiers with whom 
I had occasion to chat have very superficial ideas about the unit's combat path 
and do not know frontline traditions. What is the reason? In brief, it lies in 
that easy approach by Sr Lt P. Mel'nikov, Komsomol organization secretary and 
other activists to an important job. They often substitute simple paperwork for 
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lively, imaginative work with people. It is impossible to reconcile oneself with 
such @ situation, 


Another substantial mistake, in my view, aleo is discovered at times. I recall a 
meeting with Capt M. Kugnetsov. The officer told enthusiastically about the 
strenuous training routine and valuable initiatives by participants of the All- 
Union Lenin Quiz, and he named the names of those of whom the collective was 
proud. But when the talk turned to unit history, he sighed: 


"You see, the unit did not take part in fighting. There is noching of which to 
boast..." 


One hardly can agree with this opinion. On becoming familiar with the regiment's 
life and combat training, one sees how, from year to year, receiving the spiritual 
heritage of older generations, soldiers master the most sophisticated technical 
systems in short periods of time and display heightened ideological conviction 
and moral beauty in their patriotic initiatives. I will venture to use high- 
sounding words in saying that these are the true heroes of strenuous ailitary 
routine, whose deeds and acts are worthy of praise and ringing songs. Reminis- 
cences of a unit veteran recorded on tape, o'd, time-yellowed wall newspapers, 
operational newssheets, diaries of soldier's glory, and Komsomol bul letine-- 
these and other materials can and must become a good support in the capable, 
caring hands of Komsomol activists in propagandizing traditions and in instilling 
pride for their regiment in those who recently joined the combat formation. 


And I would like to mention one other important point. In conversations with 
Komsomol workers, one hears now and then a frank complaint that it is becoming 
more and more difficult to arrange a meeting with frontlinesmen and borrow on 
the combat experience gained in the war. Well, time takes ite toll and the ranks 
of veterans are thinning. We must be even more persistent and energetic in 
adopting their invaluable experience and combat traditions. Unfortunately, far 
from all reserves are being used by Komsomol committees and bureaus. Great 
Patriotic War participants sometimes travel to the unit to meet a son or grand- 
son. They always can be distinguished from other visitors by the medal ribbon 
bars on their chests. Whose heart does not beat with excitement in walking 
alongside a person who fought on the battlefield in bringing the great victory 
nearer? And how disappointing it sometimes is for Komsomol activists who lose a 
most promising opportunity to have a frontlinesman speak or to arrange a meeting 
with an interesting person. 


Indoctrination of the youth in the revolutionary and combat traditions of Soviet 
citizens is 4 most important part of the work of Komsomol organizations. It must 
be conducted in such a way that allegiance to Lenin's behests and the heroics of 
the older generation give the soldiers a new charge of enthusiasm. 


In the CPSU UC Report to the 26th party congress given by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev 
there are remarkable words about today's defenders of the Motherland--the sons 
and grandsons of Great Patriotic War heroes. Leonid li'ich said that “they did 
not go through the stern tests which fell to the lot of their fathers and grand- 
fathers. But they are true to the heroic traditions of our Army and our people.” 














Komsomol members and all young soldiers of the Air Defense Forces took this high 
party praise to heart. Accepting the heritage of the frontlinesmen's courage 
and glory, they are proving their filial devotion to the Motherland by vital 


military work. 
VTA 50th Anniversary Interview 


Moscow PRAVDA in Russian | Jun 81 p 3 


[Interview of Military Transport Aviation Commander Lt Gen Avn A. N. Volkov: 
“Heavy Work by Heavy Aircraft") 


[Text] The landing or dropping of airborne assault forces, 
delivery of weapons, ammunition and fuel, and the evacuat ion 
of wounded--those are the chief missions for crews of the 
largest and probably most "industrious" aircraft of our Air 
Force, joined in Military Transport Aviation (VTA). On the 
eve of the 50th anniversary of the VTA, its commander, Lt 
Gen A. N. Volkov, anewered questions of a PRAVDA corre- 
spondent. 


[Question] What were the events for which the origin of Military Transport 
Aviation was noted? 


[Anewer] The VTA covered a long and, one can say, difficult path, at the 
beginning of which was the creation of the Experimental Airborne Assault Detach- 
ment. Activation of the detachment ended | June 1931, and we consider this day 
the birthday of the VTA. 


At that time views were taking shape in Soviet military science on a new form of 
aviation's combat employment as an assault transport means. The Soviet aviation 
industry had begun to supply the Air Force with heavy aviation equipment. In 
short, theoretical and practical preconditions permitted us to shift to planned, 
purposeful work of forming air assault units. 


The Experimental Air Assault Detachment activated by decree of the USSR Revvoyen- 
sovet [Revolutionary Military Council] became the first and at that time only 
unit with an air transport and airborne assault mission in the world's armed 
forces. The detachment had two squadrons--one with 12 TB-1 aircraft and the 
other with 10 R-5 aircraft, and some 300 persons in air crews and technical 
personnel. 


There were 550 parachute drops made in a short time, including drops of groups 
consisting of 10 or more persons. The jumps were made during the day or night, 
on unfamiliar zones and on the water. There also were five assault landings 
during military district exercises. 


After summarizing results of the detachment's work, the USSR Revvoyensovet 
decided to move on to extensive organizational developmenc of similar units, 
which resulted in the creation of the modern-day military transport aviation. 

















[Question] The day of the firet salvos of the Great Patriotic War soon will be 
40 years distant. What milestones mark the actions of transport aviation in 
those stern years? 


[Anewer) In the 1,418 days and nights aviators of the Air Force transport avia- 
tion unite flew some 1.7 million aircraft-sorties in the zone of combat opera- 
tions alone. Transport aviation pilots took part in battles and engagements from 
Moscow to Berlin. The missions they performed were of exceptional importance. 
Twice operational-tactical assault landings were made in the interests of front 
troops by decision of the General Headquarters of the Supreme High Command: in 
1942 in the vicinity of Vyaz'ma-Dorogobuzh and in 1943 in liberating the Right- 
Bank Ukraine in the vicinity of Velikiy Bukrin. Tactical assaults by parachute 
and by landing also were held, and especially often in the Far East during the 
war against Japan. 


It is of course necessary to note the interaction of air transport units with the 
‘ partisans. More than 109,000 aircraft-sorties were flown across the front 
line into the deep enemy rear, with 13,000 of them involving a landing on parti- 
san strips. This was a true air bridge from the "Big Land" to the people's 
avengers. Entire aviation regiments were used to perform such missions. Each 
flight to the partisans as well as flights for assault landings required 

supreme professional ability of the crews and courage without question. Soviet 
air transport units also gave extensive assistance to participants of the libera- 
tion struggle in Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, Poland, Bulgaria and a number of 
other countries. 


Air transport units made flights into blockaded and besieged cities: Leningrad, 
Sevastopol’ and Odessa. The enemy tried to destroy the transport aircraft in the 
air and bombed airfields where they were to land. But the aviators took off 
again and again several times a day. 


Air shipments of supplies to various fronts were practically a daily occurrence. 
Operational movement of combined units of the ground forces and front aviation 
also were accomplished. The crews of air transport units carried hundreds of 
thousands of tons of weapons, ammunition, fuel and other military cargoes and 
hund eds of thousands of officers and men. 


Pilots of air transport units have something of which to be proud. The Mother- 
land highly esteemed their contribution to the enemy's defeat and to attainment 
of the great victory. Airship commander Sr Lt S. Frolovskiy, captains B. Kalin- 
kin, G. Taran and P. Yakimov, Maj A. Shornikov and many others became Heroes of 
the Soviet Union. Several thousand aviators were decorated with USSR orders and 
medals. A number of units were awarded guards titles and honorary designations. 
Almost all units were decorated with orders. 


[Question] During the 36 postwar years major transformations have taken place 
in the Soviet Armed Forces. How has the VTA changed? 


[Answer] VTA personnel are true to traditions of wartime heroes and they multi- 
ply them in today's daily service, which also is difficult. 














The present-day appearance of Military Transport Aviation differs substantially 
from that of past years, and the performance characteristics are different. In 
the Dvina exercises 8,000 parachutisate were ianded with weapons and combat equip- 
ment in 22 minutes. Now even this is no longer the limit for us. The VTA hae 
become a jet, all-weather, autonomous element, the cargo capacity of airships has 
risen and flight range has increased, 


The An-12, An-22 and 11-76 military transport aircraft have outstanding flight 
characteristics and reliable flying, sighting, navigational, assault Landing 
and transport cargo handling equipment. Great credit goes to well-known design- 
ers 0. K. Antonov, 8. V. Ll'yushin and G. V. Novozhilov for creation of this 
first-rate aviation technology. 


An increase in technical outfitting expanded the capabilities for employing the 
VTA and at the same time had a serious effect on the nature of ite missions. 
They have to be carried out at any time of day, in any kind of weather, in 
limited periods of time and over all distances. The geography of flight opera- 
tions has expanded greatly: from the Arctic to the deserts of Central Asia, from 
the Baltic to the Pacific. 


Moreover, the VTA often encounters so-called special and unscheduled missions 

caused by unforeseen reasons. Much was done by crews commanded by Officer V. 

Mikhaylov and let Class military pilots N. Zaytsev and M. Kuznetsov. In per- 

forming assignments, the personnel of these subunits demonstrated high profes- 
sional schooling and the ability to operate under difficult conditions. 


[Question] Military-technical changes obviously have increased demands on the 
personnel and their training. 


[Answer] Nonstop flights of many hours, routes of thousands of kilometers and 
flights at different times of day, often under conditions of the polar night, 
over high-mountain or desert terrain, or over water areas of seas and oceans; 
flights to all remote areas of our Motherland; and landings on dirt and snow- 
covered strips--this is a far from complete description of conditions under 
which pilots serve in Military Transport Aviation. 


Thanks to the Communist Party's concern we have good, combat-ready flight per- 
sonnel whose high professional, political, moral and ethical qualities have 
been tested more than once under actual, responsible flights. And the aviators 
always performed their duty. 


A majority of officers among the flight and engineering personnel have a higher 
education. The Balashov and Voroshilovgrad aviation schools give us pilots and 
engineer-navigators. Good replacements come to us from military academies. As 
a rule, these officers served previously in VTA units and know their specific 
nature. 


we give a central spot in working with cadres to the airship commander. He is 
the chief figure for the VIA. Our commanders are excellently trained and 
another valuable point is that some of them have 5,000 or more flying hours. 
These make up our winged guard. Officers A. Bykov and T. Shevchenko, who have 
flown 10,000 hours and have performed hundreds of difficult flights, are the 
right-flankers in it. 
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The aviators’ air and tactical schooling and ability to ready equipment for 
faultless operation under maximum working conditions were tested in major troop 
exercises. Dnepr, Yug, Kavkaz, Neman and Berezina; and in joint exercises of 
Warsaw Pact armies Shield and Brotherhood in Arma. VTA crews perforwed the 
mission with outstanding or good grades in all these exercises and received 
commendations from the USSR Minister of Defense and his deputies. <A number of 
VTA units were awarded the pennant "For Courage and Military Valor." 


Party-political work actively contributes to the successful accomplishment of 
missions facing the VTA. Political workers of air units and subunite them- 
selves are pilots and navigators of high qualification who personally perform 
the most responsible and difficult flights. Officers F. Mishin, Ye. Kuz'min 
and many others enjoy deserved authority in our aviation. Party groups have 
been formed in airship crews. 


Today the chief efforts of commanders, political entities, and party and 
Komsomol organizations are aimed at implementing resolutions of the 26th CPSU 
Congress. Socialist competition has unfolded among the personnel: "For high 
combat readiness and firm military order." Foremost collectives are widely 
known in the units. Among them is the subunit where ist Class military pilot 
V. Sidorenko, delegate to the 26th CPSU Congress, serves. 





| say with pride that more than °0 of our aviators have been awarded honorary 
titles of honored military pilots and navigators of the USSR. A large group of 
VTA flight and technical engineering personnel have been decorated with orders 
and medals in recent years. 


Personnel of Military Transport Aviation--a component part of our grand Air 
Force--are responding with their work to the party and government's concern. 
The aviators have a deep understanding of their duty and always are ready to 
fulfill their sacred duty of defending our Motherland and its socialist allies. 


Military Air Transport Functions 
Moscow IZVESTIYA in Russian 4 Jun 81 p 4 


[Article by IZVESTIYA special correspondent N. Sautin: "Marathon in the Sky: 
Five Days Aboard a Military Transport Aircraft") 


[Text] The Air Force Military Transport Aviation is 50 years 
old. A majority of VTA [Military Transport Aviation) pilots 
are celebrating th. jubilee at their customary work station-- 
in the sky... 


The rocket muscles tear the aircraft from its place and carry it with a deafening 
roar along the concrete and shove it into the sky. I managed to notice a group 
of operators on the green shoulder of the field. The people at the camera are 
wearing the uniform of Air Torce officers. The film they shot later will be 
shown to young pilots as a model of delicate take-off techniques. 


The heavy-cargo ‘1 lifts its nose and climbs confidently upward. Maj P. Yefimov 
is at the controis. He has mastered this aircraft, a new type for him, to per- 
fection. Prior to the flight Petr Alekseyevich Yefimov praised the aircraft: 
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"It can move tanks, missiles, air defense mounts, infantry fighting vehicles and 
airborne fighting vehicles long distances. It can strew half the esky with para- 
chutists in one run. The comfortable, pressurized cargo compartment is used for 
evacuating the wounded and sick. The aircraft needs but a short take-off strip 
for ite take-off run, It turne on an area a bit larger than its wing span. An 
interaircraft navigation system and a sight-navigational system are installed in 
the aircraft. It proved iteelf excellently under all weather and tactical condi- 
tions." 


Yefimov is sitting in the left-hand seat, the airship commander's place. He con- 
fidently controls the aircraft as if on a thread with barely noticeable movements 
of hands in black gloves. Before him are the instrument panels. Only a small 
segment of the blue sky can be seen through the glassed slit of the cowling, 
which girdles the top of the cockpit in a semicircle. The pilot flies that way 
across the entire country without seeing anything except dials and scales. 


Yefimov is a lst Class pilot. The major has handled the controls of the Yak-18, 
Li-2, Ll-12 and 11-14. He has landed parachutists in the largest exercises 
aboard the An~-12. More than once he has made nonstop flights of many hours. His 
military work has been recognized by nine governmental awards, among them the 
Order of Red Banner and Order of Red Star. To receive them in peacetime is a 
high honor for a Soviet officer. 


Our airship is flying at an altitude greater than 10,000 m. There is not a cloud 
in the sky. Cities, rivers and forests nestled on the visible convexity of the 
globe can be seen for hundreds of kilometers as if from space. We are to fly and 
fly, crossing meridians and time zones, to the drowsy drone of the turbines, 
tossing the sun like a little ball first to starboard then to port. The air- 
craft's shadow will slip over the black earth of plowed fields and over the 
yellow scorching sands of desert, over the icy brows of mountain peaks and over 
the boundless taiga, but we will perceive this movement from the counter showing 
decreasing fuel and from the voices of those who, replacing each other, help us 
from below in keeping to the invisible reference points--the radio beacons. 


Next to the commander is the copilot. In the Air Force he is called the right- 
hand pilot. His work station is a copy of the commander's. They control the 
airship in turn on long flights. The copilot, Sr Lt Nikolay Voronin, is 25 

years old. Four years ago he arrived in the unit after higher school. He liked 
the regiment. The pilots firmly preserve the frontline traditions of veterans 
who at one time fought in the Li-2 in the sky of Bobruysk, Riga, Koenigsberg and 
Berlin. They were cordial toward the new arrival, but demanded an accounting for 
flight schooling with all strictness. Voronin managed to fly more than 700 hours. 
He is one of those who since childhood yearned for the sky. This is understand- 
able. His uncle is a pilot, one brother flies an An-12 and another flies a super- 
sonic Mig. 





Between the pilots is a squat pedestal with four levers which are shifted by the 
senior flight technician, Nikolay Starshinov, a lst Class specialist and instruc- 
tor. If he moves a lever away from himself, the turbine breaks down from its 

own power. If he pulls it backward, the roar is calm and pacified. That is how 
speed is set on the aircraft. Starshinov is a Siberian. When he fies over 
Irkutskaya Oblast, it always seems to him that the aircraft is moving forward 
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much too fast and it should be necessary to reduce the rpm. But alas, you 
won't hover over your native village in our cumbersome aircraft... 


The fourth crew member is radio operator WO Vasiliy Shunder. A laconic person 
from Pekov, he seeks out his subscribers in the anthill of the airwaves with the 
persistence of a gold prospector. He can contact any point in the country from 
here, from the clouds, 


As we approach the Urals, the sun apparently has decided to set in our cockpit. 
The commander draws the velvety cockpit hoods. The ine*-ument panels gleam like 
small coals in the cozy semidarkness. The pilots lear «ck in their seats and 
the controls themselves dance a slow step synchronous., -the autopilot has been 
switched on. 


1 descend to the “first floor" down a steep ladder to the navigator's compartment. 
He is sitting in the transparent tip of the aircraft nose. A glassy abyss is 
beneath his feet. One sees the earth float beneath as i. in a rather eerie 

sleep. Such a sight 18 inaccessible for the Aeroflot passenger. It seems that 
not the aircraft, but you yourself are soaring like a bird on the resilient flows 
with unbelievable speed... 


Rocking its wings, the aircraft makes a turn. The navigator presses the intercom 
pedal and reports the coordinates of our location to the commander. Capt Leonid 
Alpeyev, 32 years old, has more than 3,000 flying hours. He arrived in aviation 
from underground in the literal sense of the word: He was mining coal in the 
"Zaporozh'ye" Komsomol Shaft. The first on the right in the row of medal ribbon 
bars is the Order of Red Banner... 


Alpeyev sits at the console and inputs flight data: coordinates, time to the 
turr, wind at altitude, and distance to target. Later the aircraft will fly 
autvumatically from these data. Transporting cargoes is a portion of the naviga- 
tor's bustling work, and far from the most difficult. But when you land person- 
nel... 


"My mission,” says Alpeyev, “is to take the parachutists to the designated zone 
and give the command to switch on the ‘Jump!' sign exactly over the assault 
landing area. It is a matter of seconds and meters here. We recently dropped 
platforms with fighting vehicles in an exercise. The crew earned a grade of ‘out- 
standing'.” 


Our aircraft has been heading east for so many hours now. The sun is strolling 
somewhere far behind, over Europe. We first force our way in the milky clouds, 
then plunge into the piercing blue. The lighted stars scatter under the fuse- 
lage. One doesn't sense the voices of the turbines, having become used to them. 
It seems you are wandering alone through the silence of the sky. 


When the “air speedometer" has turned thousands of kilometers, we head in for a 
landing. We have delivered a very peaceful load to this military post on the 
country's Far Eastern borders, lost among the mountains: steam heating radiators, 
pipes, construction materials, telephone cables and *elephone sets. 








The command post issues Maj Yefimov the next assignment: to take engineer equip- 
ment aboard, The course is for Central Asia. The copilot, navigator and radio 
operator hasten to plot the shortest route on the map and study the radio and 
air navigation situation and safe altitudes en route. 


We drive to the airfield with Capt Petr Kapsalyamov, flight technician for air- 
borne assault equipment. Kapsalyamov is in charge of the cargo compartment. 
Tracked vehicles growl near the aircraft. They drive into the gaping aircraft 
along the ramp directly from the pad. Bulldorer blades lifted by hoists crawling 
along rails on the cockpit ceiling are stacked along the sides. The aircraft 
winch also drags a container with spare parts inside. 


Again we hear in the earphones: 


"Radio operator? Ready! Flight technician? Ready! Navigator? Ready!.. 
Take-off authorized!.." 


We receive a storm warning by radio halfway along the route. Soon we see a solid 
gray mass stopping up the sky--we can't go around it. The aircraft radar 

suggests a passage. We set the necessary course, but the wind blows and clu.es 

the hole. Maj Yefimov makes his decision to continue the flight. The crew is 
calm. It is apparent that this is a sober calculation and not a daring “per- 
haps." The aircraft forces its way in the viscous fog. You wait for the tur- 
bines to choke on a piece of this dense material or for lightning to crackle along 
the fuselage. The hand involuntarily caresses the parachute. When a sunbeam hit 
the glass, I sighed in relief, as apparently did the aircraft as well. 


After another hour of flying you realize that it is too early to rejoice. Moun- 
tain peaks pierce the clouds. The sensation is that if we go a bit lower, icy 
helmets will rip open the bottom. After crossing the next ridge, we dart onto a 
vast plateau. The violence of emerald green irritates the eye. 


We "sun ourselves" for a day at a local airfield: unloading, resting and plotting 
new route on the map. There are more than enough maps in the navigator's black 
briefcase. The military pilot's path doves not lay over a well-worn revte. 


"We will take a large-size cargo to the North," says the commander. 


The aircraft takes a long take-off run, ripping open the red-hot haze with its 
heavy body, but we were able to get the broad wings to rest on the shaky, rarefied 
air only after running to the end of the take-off strip. The aircraft lifts off 
into a gorge, hovers for a second and soars upward steeply. 


And again there are mountains, sandy, mirror-like surfaces, cultivated steppe and 
taiga under the wings. We observe a carousel of climatic zones for the umpteenth 
time during the marathon in the sky. 


I go to the cargo compartment. It is pressurized like the pilot's cockpit. Out- 
side it is minus 60, but here any temperature is set by the click of a switch. I 
drink green tea while sucking chocolate from the flight ration with Kapsalyamov 

at a telescopic table and discuss the situation of our seventh crew member, gunner 
Volodya Mikhaylov. He sits in a little transparent cockpit right under the 
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tailfin and has contact with us over the intercom, That is how he contemplates 
the earth in his proud solitude. But without him our aircraft would be a 
defenseless carrier and not a military red star aircraft. At one time Mikhaylov 
performed first-term service in naval artillery. Even now the warrant officer 
is in his element: He plows the expanses of the fifth ocean. 


We head in for a landing late at night. The aircraft wheels have difficulty 
clinging to the icy crust of the strip--late frosts were experienced here. 
Kapsalyamov opens the side door. The wind is such that you only have to lay down 
in it and it will hold you up. The persons greeting us are wearing fur jackets. 
The pilots’ hotel is ten paces from the KPP [traffic checkpoint]. Someone already 
has stretched a rope, foreseeing the wind of hurricane force. We reach the 
night's lodging by clinging to it. They say of such places that June here is not 
yet summer, and July is no longer summer... The cargo consignee arrived the 
following day. He shook the crew's hands a long while: The navigation period by 
water is brief and all hopes are on the air bridge. 


That evening, driven by a following wind, we went to catch up with the setting 
sun. Our course was for home. Behind lay thousands of kilometers, tens of hours 
in the air and almost 150 tons of urgent cargoes moved from end to end of the 
country. This is routine work for crews of the Air Force VTA. 


6904 
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MARCH TRALNING OF MOTORIZED INFANTRY BATTALION DESCRIBED 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 4, Apr 61 pp 21-22 


“Battalion March") 


[Article by Le Col V. Naryehkin: 


{Text } 





i at fi i 


ie on il b iz? 
if een hija 
ne lf i dn ety Mi 


| nit ana 
Hil Hae i t 


ij! 
iy 
ai 
felts 
lif 


Hiei tity 
[HTH rie: i Ht 
i il ih HE ih 


i Hat iH | Hit i 





37 








Pig. |. Decision of Ind Mts Inf Ge CO fer « care? 













































































tS 












































THM ETH AE Tn gid sf TH ith 
if ih ed ean ti Hf 
ft Uh aie 1 Pit Hl 
ate Hist it Hattie Ht 
aa al Tin: sii ist Hd HL : 
ni aul ‘Pa a § 2245 agg 8 
Hee ps fey HE 
; NF a fi) hy ii if 
Wiad: | 9 : wily 
Pit 3 
a 











GROUND FORCES 





‘SOVIET ALRBORNE TROOPS' 


BOOK REVIEW: 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No. 4, Apr 81 pp 52-53 
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"Winged Infantry." Book title transliteration: 


“Sovetakiye Voedushno-Desantnyye"™ } 





The Military Publishing 


[Book review by Col V. Krylov: 
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ALR DEFENSE FORCES 


AIR DEFENSE OF FIELD FORCES BY AN AA BATTALION 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 4, Apr 81 pp 16-18 


[Article by Col A. Korytko: 


[Text } 


A battalion 
attacked by both tactical aircraft 
tion helicopters. Aftecks ere 
subunits of first and second echelon 
against battalion CP-OP. 

The air enemy will strive to deli 
tacks against these objects 
mely low altitudes using 
the terrain. Tactical eircraft 
dive and toss attacks using 
guided missiles, small arms or cannon, and 
diary devices. Combat helicopters may 
battalion armour on request, from ambush 
cording to e preset plan using ATGMs. 
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"Battalion AA During a Defensive Battle") 





ompany strong points in the direc- 
Hon of likely raids by enemy . 


planes and helicop- 














ed for each complex to ensure manoeuvre duri 
mission fulfilment. Absence of alternate positions 
may result in considerable losses, the enemy 
will fire at any AA weapons whose positions are 
revealed. It is very difficult to attain high survi- 
vability of an AA system without periodical me- 
noeuvring. 


enemy as to the actual quantity of AA weapons 
and their location and, hence, as to the battalion 
combat formation, use can be made of roving AA 
groups. These normally operate <«imulated sub- 
unit concentration areas and in areas with insuf- 
ficient AA weapons. The actions of AA groups 
are planned beforehand by the senior comman- 
der. Usually the layout of launching positions and 
a schedule of AA groups’ stay in are drawn 
up. As a rule, these groups displace at a certain 
distance from the area where the main forces are 
located and engage al! the targets flying by. 


One must take into account that the flight rou- 
tes of enemy aircraft may lie outside the air de- 
fence zone. In that case AA ambushes are laid. 


rces the enemy to 
give up low-altitude flights even over areas where 
he has not spotted AA weapons. 


tallations unobserved. Every such manoeuvre 
must be approved by the senior commander. 

In defence wide use is made of small arms 
against low-flying air targets. This mission is as- 
signed to subunits not engaged in ground combat 
with the enemy. Battle ience has shown that 
small-arms fire is most effective when delivered 
by a whole subunit (platoon, company). 


units air observation posts are put out for 
purpose The posts are provided with observation 


zones 40 as to spot in time any planes or helicop, 
ters flying at low and very low altitudes. Air r 
warnings ere conveyed over communication 
means, by voice, sound and light signals. AA gun- 
ners also perform observation missions. 


ORGANISATION AND CONDUCT 
OF AIR DEFENCE 


During @ tactical exercise Major Kirillov, a bat- 
talion commander, was given an operation ins- 
truction. His battalion had to operate within the 
security zone and assume the defensive in the 
ares: Hill 158.2 - Hill 155.0 see 
Sketch). The battalion wes reinforced by an AA 
artillery battery operating as @ roving group in 
the area: Hill 155.0 - Mt. Ploskaya - Abrikosov- 


ka, and a platoon of self-propelled AA guns. 


When the situation the Bn CO esta- 
blished that “enemy” aviation could 
undetected at low and very low altitudes in the 
area of the Topky Spring along the Cheikino - Ab- 
rikosovke road and in the direction: Hill 156.0- 
Lake Krugloye. On that assumption, the “enemy” 
could deliver air strikes at the first echelon and 
artillery subunits, the battalion CP-OP and at the 
reserve subunits when the latter mounted a coun- 
terattack. “Enemy” helicopter attacks against first 
echelon subunits could be expected from the li- 
nes: Zelyonaya Grove-Vysokaya Grove and Vy- 
sokaye Grove-Tyomnaya Grove, and also from 
the River Sinyushka line during a counterattack. 


Having assessed the situation, condition and 
capabilities of the battalion's and senior comman- 
der's AA weapons, the terrain, meteorological 
and other conditions, the commander decided to 


tern: the AA weapons covered the 4th and 5th 
Mts inf Coys, the artillery battery, the Bn 

and also the 3rd Mts inf Pl with a Tk 
counterattack. 
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| An CO's decision for defense in the security zone \ 


Strong pomts on the second position 











The main positions of the AA subunits were or- 
ganised on the southern slopes of Hill 150.1, the 
northern slopes of Hill 155.3, and the southern 
slopes of Hill 155.0; alternate positions were on 
the eastern slopes of Hill 150.1, Hill 160.0 and the 
eastern slopes of Hill 155.0. 


in the area of Hill 156.0, i.e. > the route of 
flight of “enemy” aviation an mbush was 
laid, comprising one self-propei. gun. 
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The decision being approved by the senior com- 
nmander, Major Kirillo, assigned combat missions 
to his subordinates. Whe, issuing the ora: order 
he indicated to the Ay ubunit the missions, posi- 
tions, observation and lire sectors, the firing or- 
der, time and degree of readiness. When assign- 
ing missions to the motorised infantry subunits the 
battalion CO indicated, besides other points, the 
procedure for engaging air targets with small 
arms. 


In organising cooperation he paid special at- 
tention to coordinating actions of AA weapons 
with the subunits protected, carefully considered 
the problem of continuity of AA protection when 
retreating to a new line and against different ve- 
riants of air “enemy” action. 


During the night the AA weapon positions were 
organised with engineer works and camouflaged. 


From 0550 to 0600 hrs the “enemy” reconnais- 
sance planes twice appeared in the area and duty 
AA weapons “opened fire” at them. Soon the 
enemy" assumed the offensive. By that time the 
AA weapons had already changed their positions. 
Encountering stubborn resistance the attacker 
withdrew. Some time later the fire attack was re- 
peated. Besides, the "enemy" planes delivered a 
strike and the 5th Mts inf Coy with a Tk Pi was 
shelied by his helicopters from the line: Vysokaya 
Grove-Tyomnaya Grove The AA weapons suc- 
cessfully repulsed the attacks, timely warning con- 
tributing much to the success. 


Supported by the aviation the enemy" again 
launched an attack. As the battalion was defend- 
ing @ wide frontage it had difficulty in withstand- 
ing the pressure. On order of the senior comman- 
der the subunits began to withdraw to the second 
position. Nevertheless the assigned mission was 
fulfilled: the “enemy” deployed before meeting 
the main forces and reduced his rate of advance. 
Besides, he disclosed the location of his main for- 
ces and the direction of the attack. The reliable 
air defence contributed in no smal! measure to 
this. 


COPYRIGHT: "Soviet Military Review," No. 
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ALR DEFENSE FORCES 


RADAR SITE TACTICAL TRAINING EXERCISE DESCRIBED 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 4, Apr 81 pp 19-20 


[Article by Engr-Col A. Bolyakov: 
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Soon one more target blip appeared the 
screen, then another... Now the plotting board 


was covered with curves representing target rou- 


Yefreitor Shulyak, @ first-class specialist, had to 
deal with a great number of target blips. But des- 
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zones and tne terrain features, The subunit spe- 
cialists have made a .errain model which is of 
reat help in trainine it shows both the terrain 
eatures in the area of .adar reconnaissance end 
radar visibility zones. During training the instruc- 
tor rehearses” “enemy” raids. He familiarises the 
trainees with the variants of the “enemy's” ap- 
proach to defence installations, his tactics. jam- 
ming technique and methods of neutralising ra- 
der by fire. In every situation, the trainee must 
take @ decision which will enable him to detect 
the target at maximum range and to supply relia- 
ble information uninterruptedly. 


The subunit specialists have worked out several 
variants of enemy air attacks, taking into account 
his tactics. All these variants have been studied 
thoroughly by the radar operators. As o result 
they need only seconds to ascertain the situation 
and to carry out the order, vhen it comes. 


The radar operators develop their combat skill 
in conditions of a suddenly changing situation or 
when it is complicated by unexpected narratives 
or weapons of high destructive power. They also 
— to defend their positions against enemy land 
orces. 


During the exercise the following narrative was 
given: "Some of the crew members are disabled. 
An ‘enemy airborne force is landed near the ra- 
dar site’ On the battalion commander's order e 
special team was organised to strengthen the de- 
fence of the radar site. Some action stations were 
manned by stand-by operators. They are men who 
usually operate the auxiliary equipment but have 


also acquired radar operators’ skill. Mastering re- 
lated specialities is mow one of the most impor- 
tant components of combat training. Subunits have 
to operate at a considerable distance from each 
other and from the unit HQ, so they must be able 
to carry out their air defence missions indepen- 
dently in the most complicated situations. 


For instance, one of the men with the best pro- 
fessional skills is Private Polyntsev, who can de 
tect a target and supply information to the CP in 
an extremely short time. During the exercise the 
“enemy” considerably increased the number of 
blips on the screen in an effort to mislead the 
operator by passive jamming. But Polyntsev did 
not lose his presence of mind. Orientating him- 
self by hardly noticeable signs, he unmistakably 
distinguished between true and false target blips 
and continued to furnish data with great preci- 
sion. After his report to the CP that the “enemy” 
had introduced jamming, the commander decided 
to switch on counter-measure devices. Polyntsev 
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carried out his commander's order b skilfully ad- 
justing the indicator to operate in different condi- 
tions. 


The “enemy” made more attempts to break 
through to the defence installation. Moving from 
different directions at high and minimum aitttudes, 
the targets flew complicated manoeuvres and used 
various kinds of jamming. However, the radar 
operators detected the “enemy” aircraft at maxi- 
mum range and supplied accurate and reliable 
information both to the CP and to the crews of 
the appropriate antiaircraft weapons. 


When the tactical exercise was over, Major 
Solomatin analysed the actions of every crew 
member. He cited as models those who had work- 
ed correctly and shown high psychological stabi- 
lity. He also analysed the mistakes of his subordi- 
nates and gave instructions how to avoid them. 
This exercise helped to improve the radar opere- 
tors’ skill and was e@ test of their vigilance and 
teamwork. 


Rader operators keep watch both day and night 
in any weather. Nicknamed the “eyes and ears” 
or “sentinels of the sky” they have the honoure- 
ble but far-from-easy task of detecting the 
enemy and determining his coordinates. Extreme 
vigilance and readiness for action are laws for 
them. Rader operators guard their country's sky 
from the Arctic Ocean to the mountain ranges in 
the south and from the Far East to the Baltic Sea. 
or when the enemy 
they will detect him without delay and provide 
necessary date for the ul missiles of the 
AA rocket forces and all-weather interceptors of 
the fighter aviation to be ready for action within 
seconds. 
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NAVAL FORCES 


DAMAGE CONTROL EXZRCISE DESCRIBED 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 4, Apr 81 pp 23-24 


[Article by Engr-Capt let Rank M. Teiporukha: 


[Text } 


(J OMBAT exercises on a ship are carried out 


regularly. They are divided into preparatory, 
test, training, control and demonstration exercises. 


And, finally, demonstration exercises are de- 
signed to show how various exercises for the dif- 
ferent groups of personne! are carried out. 


Combat exercises require thorough preparation 
of the ship's crew. They are not held before every 


crew member has acquired firm skills in perform- 
ing his duties at action stations and CPs in the 
course of the relevant training. 


Here is how @ damage contro! exercise was 
preperea and carried out on a patrol ship of the 
Order of the Red Banner Pacific Fleet. The ship's 
CO, Captain 3rd Rank Rakhimov, bearing in mind 
the importance of thorough preparation for each 


"Ship's Combat Exercise") 


quired of them. The exercise pian included only 
2-3 training questions to be worked up. 


He also carefully thought out and formulated 
some particular training purposes and set additio- 
nal tasks for the ship's services and departments. 
out a mission the ship's CO gave 
much thought to the tactical situation, the narrati- 


tuation. To attain this, Rakhimov planned to in- 
troduce such narratives as water and fire fighting 
and eliminating damage and failures of some wea- 
pons and equipment. His plan also envisaged that 
officers should carry out both their own duties 
and those of a higher rank. 


concerning weapons and manoeuvrability. 
Accordingly Rakhimov ~h. J maximum ee 

















the ship's equipment. Should the exercise have 
been held at sea, he would have included ele- 
ments of manoeuvring in b's plan, 


In order to make the situation more instructive 
and closer to real battle, Rakhimov's plan also en- 
viseged the crew repulsing an enemy air attack 
and eliminating the consequences of its powertu! 
blows. He did everything possible to simulete 
the effect of enemy firing on the ship. 


Every exercise is carried out according to « 
schedule specifying the time o! events and the ec- 
tions of the ship's departments and services. 


Rakhimov paid special attention to narratives. 
Being free from prompting of any kind they re- 
quired the trainees to act | y as, for 
instance, to find faults causing the failure of equip- 
ment or instruments, to decice on the priority 
of their actions to fulfil the task and so on. 


Substantial importance was attached to the way 
of bringing narratives to the subordinates’ notice. 
As @ rule, they are conveyed either orally or by 
messengers who deliver secret mes or cards 
containing excerpts from the schedule. The first 
to be cunveyed are the narratives proceeding 
from a suddenly changing situation. The content 
of secret messages is known at the time 
when they are to be put into effect. That time is 
marked on the envelopes. The next narratives to 
be notified are those already known to the per- 
sonne!. 


Rakhimov appended to the exercise plan a |'st 
of additione! narratives proposed by department 
heads and service chiefs. Corresponding by their 
content to the main events of the exercise these 
narratives made the situation tenser when parti- 
culer tasks were being coped with. 

The quality of the exercise depended largely 
on the training level of umpires appointed by an 
order of the CO. Special attention was devoted 
to umpires’ briefing. They were well familiarised 
with the content of the exercise and with the si- 
tuation obtaining. To be able to assess the per- 
sonnel's actions properly, the umpires checked 
their own knowledge of use of simulators and 
precautionary measures. At an exercise the um- 
pire must always be on the alert to prevent se- 
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rious mistekes, damage to weapons and equip- 
ment or injuries to crews, All this imposes great 
responsibility on him. He himsell may introduce 
narratives provided they do not interfere with the 
specified exercise procedure. Alter the exercise, 
the umpires report the results to the exercise di- 
rector together with their suggestions for improv- 
ing the organisation of training and exercises. 


A critique was held on the next day. The ship's 
CO reminded to the officers of the theme 


critique was to be conducted. The executive 
ficer briefly 


assigned. 

Further reports were made by the deputy com- 
mander for political atairs and the de- 
pertment commander. in conclusion ship's CO 
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HISTORICAL INFORMATION ON SOVIET NAVAL AVIATION 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 4, Apr 61 pp 25-27 


"Seap lanes") 


[Article by Engr-Col V. Matosov: 


(Text) 
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PERCEPTIONS, VIEWS, GOMMENTS 








COMMENTS ON SOVIET PEACE INITIATIVES SINCE 1975 





Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 4, Apr 81 pp 45-47 


"'Soviet Threat'=<to Whom?") 


[Unattributed articel: 


[Text } 
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lwet (© wee Nuclear weapent one egeins! the other, thet 
the NATO and the Warsey reaty countries should net in- 
create the number of partic pants in thew alliances, (het the 
stale of military exercises .. ine ves in Europe should 
be limited to the level of 50-60 thousend troops, and thet 
the measures of confidence on which egreement war reech- 
ed #! the Ali-Burepean Conlerence should be applied to 
ihe Mediterranean ares 

Al the Bird session of the UN General Assembly (Sep. 
tember |%-December 21, 1978. january 5-29, 1979) the Se- 
viel delegation proposed to diecuss the question “Conelu- 
sion of an international Convention on the Strengthening 
of Guarentee: of the Security of Mon-Mucieer Stetes” end 
submitted « draft of such @ convention. The draft provided 
for an undertaking of the sete: parties to such « conven- 
hon net to use or fhreeten to use nuclear weapons egeinst 
non-nuclear states perties to the convention which renounce 
the producthon end ecquitition of such weepom end which 
heave no nucie@er weapons on the territory. 

Al thet session the Soviet Union submitted « second pro- 
pore “On the Men-Deploymenm of Nuclear Weapons on 


the Territory of States Where There Are Mo Such Weapons 
at Present.” The USSR sees the solution of this problem in 
conciuding en mfternational egreement the bess of which 
should be the commrtment by the nuclear powers not to 
stehon Nuc @ar weapons on the territories where there are 
no tuch weapons et present. Alongside this, would be 
recorded the intention of non-nucieer ttetes to refrain from 
any steps which might lead to the deployment of nucieer 
weapons on ther territories 


An achon of exceptional importence wes underteken by 
the USSR and its Wersew Treaty eilies 9 October 1979. We 
meen ‘he whole comple: of proposals armed et deepening 
délente edvenced by — |. Brezhnev in his speech in Ber- 
in on October 6. First, in contrast to US end NATO plens 
to deploy new types of American medium-range wucileer 
miss'et in Western Europe, the USSR expressed its reedi- 
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advance notification of \arge- scale exercises of land lor. 
€@s, a8 provided lor by the Melsink! Pinel Act, sterting not 
irom the level of 25 thousand es is the case now, but from 
the level of 20 thousand men, end proposed thet such ne- 
Niication be given earlier, The USSR is eso prepared, on 
« reciproce! basis, ol to held militery exercises involv: 
ing more than 40-50 thousand troops. 


Al the Mth session of the UN General Assembly (Sep- 
tember 16, 1979-ianuery 7, 1980) the Soviet Union proposed 
‘he inclusion in the egende of an item entitied “On the 
Incdmissibility of the Policy of Megemonism in intermatio- 
nel Retetions” end submitted « draft of « corresponding de- 
cion, The idee of the decision is thet states or groups of 
states shell in no circumstances and for no motive whet- 
ever claim hegemony in international affairs, nor shall they 
strive for @ dominating position either in the world as « 
whole, or in one or another region thereo!, 


Among the major foreign-policy actions of 1980 mention 
must be mede of « propose! pul forward in May by the 
Soviet Umon together with the other Wersew Treaty count- 
ries, thet @ meeting of heeds of tletes of aii regions of the 
world be held in the immediate future to discuss possible 
wayt of eliminating centres of international tension end of 
preventing war 

in duly 1980 the socialist stetes taking pert in the Vienne 
talks tabled new important proposels. First, thet the USA 
and the USSR reduce ther armed forces in Central Europe 
by 13,000 end 20,000 eflectives respectively (not counting 
the contingent thet hes been sireedy unilaterally withdrawn 
by the Soviet Union from the GOR). Secondly, the socielist 
stetes agreed fo create (after completion of both steges of 
reduction) @ mechanism for maintaining equel collective le- 
vels of numerical strength of the forces of the two militery- 
political groupings—NATO and the Wertew Treaty Orge- 
maehon. In no one country should the numericel strength 
of the ermed forces in Central Europe be more then 50 
per cent of the genere: collective levels of 900,000 men for 
eech of these militery-politice! alliances. 


Mention must be sito made of another peace initietive 
of the USSR submitted by L. |. Brezhnev during the Soviet- 
West Germen meeting held in duly 1988 in Moscow — to 
discuss the queston of medium-range nucieer missiles in 























and creating new ones, It is suggested thet e// states, ebove 
ail permanent members of the Security Council and count- 
ries connected with them by militery egreements, should 
aortein as from Jenuery |, 1961 from increasing their armed 
forces. The resolution calls for strengthening guarantees of 
security of non-nuclear slates by conciuding an appropriete 
international convention on the non-use of nuclear weapons 
ageinst non-nuclear states not having them on their terr- 
tory. 


Among other proposals submitted by the Soviet deie- 
gation to the session was the memorandum “For Peace and 
Disarmament, for international Security Owarantees,” and 
the resolution on the historical responsibility of states for 
the preservation of nature on the earth for present and fu- 
ture generations. The purpose of the memorandum is to |i- 
mit the arms rece. The purpose of the resolution is to pre- 
vent the disastrous consequences of the military activities 
of states for the environment. 


All these facts irrefutably testify that the Soviet 
Union no effort to stop the arms race, eli- 
minate the military threat and strengthen the cause 
of peace. They testify that the “Soviet threat” is 
a threat to the imperialistic war policy, to the po- 
licy of unrestricted arms race, to the deepening 
of international tension. The Soviet “offensive” is 
a peace’ ' offensive which meets the interests of 
the whole of mankind. 
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OD MMEN TS 


PERCEPTIONS, VIEWC 


SOVIET VLEWS ON ACTLVITLES IN THE INDIAN OCEAN 


Moscow SOVIET MILITARY REVIEW in English No 4, Apr 81 pp 50-51 


[Article by V. Yefremov: 


{Text } 


ate in January 198! the Bureau of the Presidium, World 

Peace Council, held « session in Antananarivo, capitel 
of the Democratic Republic of Madagascar. The session 
adopted importent documents which will serve to guide the 
Council in its work. In the present world situation the de 
claration “To Turn the Indien Ocean and the Persien Gulf 
into @ Peace Zone” which was approved by the perticipents 
in the session is of specie! importance. It is an appee! of 
the peace movement headquarters to al! peace-loving peo- 
pies to underteke broad action to stem the mounting prepe- 
rations of US imperielism for war in this vast sree. The ses- 
sion highly assessed the constructive proposals Leonid |. 
Brerhnev, Heed of the Soviet stete, edvenced at » meeting 
with Indien periiamentarians in December 1980. Their pu: - 
pose is to strengthen peece in the Indian Ocean. 
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sione is superior to the combined ermed 
countries in the region. In the beginning of 1979 the 
fence Department ennounced the formation of « 
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"The Indian Ocean, Confrontation Arena or Peace Zone?"] 


strategic unit, namely @ specie! Fifth Fleet comprising 40. 

50 units, to be permanently stationed in the Indien Ocean 

in order to “delend the national interests of the USA.” 
The main US navel base in the Indien Ocean is the island 
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Ocean and provocations egeinst iran and other countries. 
London hes readily responded to Washington's call. It \s 
hatching plens for retuming to its imperial “East of Suez” 
policy. “Aviation Week and Space Technology” of July 7, 
1980 wrote that Britein wes considering @ plan for « “rapid 
deployment force” of its own, which though smaller in size, 
will be organised on the same lines as that of the USA for 
cooperation with the letter. Severe! other countries have 
responded too. As « result, 40 US warships end epproxime- 
tely 20 warships belonging to its European and Asien 
allies — Britain, France end Australie are patrolling the In- 
dian Ocean. 

US efforts to ectivise ANZUS (Australia, New Zealand and 
the USA), ANZUK (Australia, New Zealand, Britain, Maley- 


sie and Singapore) and to create new blocs have given rise 
to legitimate anxiety among the peoples of Asie and Africa. 
The Observer’ wrote thet the USA was working vigorously 
to create @ “security pect” in the Persien Gulf area. It in- 
tends to draw in Saudi Arabia, Bahrein, Qatar, Oman and 
tne United Arab Emirates. in the Far East Washington is 
seeking to unite its bilateral ailiences with Japan, South Ko- 
rea end its military ties with Thailand into « single bloc to 
be known as NEATO—North-East Asie Treaty Organisation. 

The Peking hegemonists are playing the role of eccom- 
plices of imperialist circles in building up tensions in the 
Indian Ocean. For instance, Peking has repestediy made 
starements in support of US military presence in Asia. In 
particular, the Peking leaders outstpokenly approved of the 
US base in Diego Garcia. It is not fortuitous thet meny po- 
litical observers refer to “perallelism in US and PRC ac- 
tions” and even to « sort of “division of functions” in con 
tainment of national-liberation movements in Asie and Af- 
rica. The Asian public it apprehensive of China's Southern 
Fleet which hes been increased to 300 ships and is being 
further expanded. One cannot helo asking: Does this not 
mean that China may teke over foreign islands and possibly 
other territories, as it seized the Paracel Islands in 19747 

Though Washington is continuing to force its expansion in 
Asis, it is trying to pests off this line as « “retaliatory” mee- 
sure for the entry of « limited Soviet contingent into Af- 
qghenistan at the request of its legitimate government to 
sleguerd the country’s sovereignty egeinst imperialist in- 
‘agement: end ettecks. At the same time Western prope- 
qende is eccusing the USSR of attempts to “force its way 
to the werm sees” and to “block of! deliveries to the 
Wert.” 

inese arguments end pretext: hold no water. US militery 
penetration into the Indien Oceen sterted long before the 
Aighan revolution triumphed, long before Washington 
jorned hends with Peking to set their stooge Pakistan egeinst 
es olutionary Alghenisten and to wage en undeclared war 
ageinst ' It was not the presence of « limited Soviet con- 
tingent © Aighenisten thet caused the USA fo start end to 
comtiove itt penetration info the indian Ocean. Comrede 
L | Brezhnev seid: 


“What Washington needed was merely «@ pretext to 

extend its expansion in Asia, and it is creating such pretexts 
by all sorts of ways... The main thing |s that the USA wishes 
to create « network of militery beses in the indian Oceen, 
in the Middle East, in Africa. The USA would like to submit 
these countries to its hegemony, to pump out their netural 
wealth without interference. And at the same tine to 
their territories in pursuit of its strategic plans egeinst 
world of socialism and people's liberation forces. That is 
what it all boils down to.” 

It may also be mentioned in passing that the countries of 
the Indian Ocean erea have vast reserves of oll, uranium, 
gold, tin and diamonds. The region is known as a world 
producer of rubber, tea, spices and jute. The waters of the 
indian Ocean ere hoards of wealth too. Finally, the sea rou- 
tes through it are open all year round. In edeiiion they 
connect practically all the continents of the pie ll this 
is @ tremendous temptation to US imperialists. 

In December 1971 the 26th UN General Assemb) cession 
proclaimed the Indien Ocean. @ peace rone. Thet was 
nearly ten years ago. It voiced an appesi to the USA to 
discontinue the escalation of its militery presence in the 
Indian Ocean and to al! other countries concerned to dis- 
mantie all their military beses and installations in the area. 
However, the struggle of the peoples of this area to achieve 
this noble goal has encountered stiff on the part 
of aggressive circles in the USA, other imperialist states 
and Maoist Chine. 

As to the Soviet Union, it warmly supported all attempts 
to demiliterise the Indian Ocean. It regards the military be- 
ses there as the main source of dunger in the region. That 
is why it has been persistently working to eliminate them. 
Way back in 1976 Leonid |. Brezhnev said: 

"The Soviet Union has never hed, and has no intention 
now, of building militery bases in the Indian Ocean. And 
we call on the United Stetes to take the same stand.” Here 
wo may recall that from June 1977 to February 1978 « So- 
viet-American dialogue on the matter was held on the So- 
was broken off unilete- 
rally by the American side. Since then the USA hes flatly 


“The Soviet Union is @ staunch champion of the ides thet 
the Indien Ocean be turned into « peace tone. We are 
reedy to actively work together with other interested ste- 
tes in this direction. We believe thet the Indien Ocean has 
been and remains the sphere of vite! interests of the stetes 
located on its shores, but not of any other stetes.” 


During the state visit of friendship of L. |. Brezhnev to In- 
dia the USSR and indie signed a joint declaration in which 
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they reaffirmed their readiness to cooperate in order to im- 
plement the UN Declaration on the prociametion of the 
indian Oc@ean @ peace rone and their support for the de 
cision of the UN Genera: Assembly on the convocation of 
@ conference on the matter, They cail for the liquidation of 
all foreign military and navel bases in the region, such as 
the base in Diego Gercia, and prevention of the creation of 
new beses. They condemn aii attempts to build up « fo 
reign military presence in the Indian Ocean on whatever 
pretext. 

The struggle for turning the Indien Ocean into « peace 
rone is mounting. The whole of mankind, and not only the 
countries of the region, are interested in @ positive result of 
this struggle. it is not fortuitous that the conference of the 
foreign ministers of non-eligned nations held in New Deihi 
in February 1981 vigorously demanded thet the Indien 
Ocean should be made « peace one. 

An international conference on the Indien Ocean which is 
to be convened within the UN framework in Colombo this 
yeer will be an important landmark in efforts to secure this 
noble goal. 
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